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“THE COLD ONES” 


There are ninefy and nine that safely lie in the shelter of the fold, 

But millions are left outside to die, for the ninety and nine are cold — 
Away in sin’s delusive snare, hastening to death and dark despair 

Hastening to death, and none to care — for the ninety and nine are cold. 


“Lord, Thou hast here Thy well fed sheep: are they not enough for Thee?” 
But the Shepherd made answer, “Millions sleep on the brink of eternity. 
And these my sheep within the fold care not for the dying in sin’s stronghold, 

Care not for the dying outside the fold on the brink of eternity.” 


But none of the ransomed ever knew how the heart of the Shepherd did yearn: 
Nor the travail of soul that He passed through for His sheep without concern. 
For no other way had He to reach the millions of earth, His way to teach, 
The millions of earth except through each of His sheep without concern. 


“Lord, whence are the marks in Thy hands and side and whence the scars of Thy feet?” 
“They were made for those for whom I died, both saved and wandering sheep.” 

“Lord, whence wilt Thou come and claim Thine own ?” “Not till the wandering the way are shown, 
Not till the wandering my Word have known, my wandering, dying sheep.” 


Ah! Ninety and nine, dost thou hear His voice; forth then to the work so at: 
Beyond life’s span there is no choice for those outside the gate, 

If they’re brought at all, it must be NOW, then ninety and nine, don’t question how, 
O, sheep of mine, go quickly thou, else for them — and you — too late. 


But all through the churches, apostate riven, and up from the world’s sleep, 
There'll arise a cry to the gates of heaven, 
And the angels shall echo around the throne, “Rejoice, for the dying the way are shown.” 
His wandering, perishing sheep. 


“Rejoice, I am finding my sheep.” 


— Author Unknown. 


‘Salvation, ‘Holiness,’ “Baptism of the Holy Spirit) ‘God’s 
Perfect Commands, Do Not Mean Christians Are Sinless 


AN EXPLANATION OF MANY SCRIPTURES THAT "HOLINESS" PEOPLE QUOTE, TRYING 
TO. PROVE SINLESS PERFECTION BUT WHICH THEY MISUNDERSTAND AND MISUSE, IN- 


CLUDING. ROMANS 8, MATTHEW 5:48, JOHN 8:11, 


BY EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


_ The very best people mentioned 
in the Bible sinned, sinned many 
times, sinned terribly. The Bible 
does not excuse them, it simply 
tells the truth about them. Besides, 
many, many Scriptures in both the 


Old and the New Testaments show 


that all people, without exception, 
sin, and that “If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us” (I John 
1:8). Yet many earnest but 
guided people think that they have 
found some Scriptures which con- 
tradict those other plain statements 
of God’s Word. They quote certain 
scriptures as though they taught 
that Christians may all live above 
sin. And sometimes they even 
teach that no one can be saved who, 
does not live above sin. 


Here we will take up these | 


Scriptures and prayerfully, taking 
the Scriptures at their own face 


value, without any twisting or 


turning to deceive the people, we 
will show that they do not mean 
that any Christian ever did live 
above sin,-or ever will, until he 
dies or until Jesus comes. Again I 
say, not a single verse in the Bible 
says that any Christian does live 
above sin or ever will live above 
sin until he leaves this body at 
death, or until it is glorified and 
of Christ. I 

tures about. 


it, do not, in_ Bible language, 


mean sinlessness. I will show that | 


the ect commands. of God do 
not imply that any one does per- 
fectly th them. I will show that 
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when .a Christian reckons the old 


AND HEBREWS 12:14. 


Ja 


sinful nature dead and follows the 
Spirit, 
perfection, and that the perfection 
of the divine life, the new nature, 
in a Christian does not mean that 
he lives without sin. 

4. Salvation, In the Scriptures, Nev- 
er Means Sinless Perfection . 
The angel told Joseph in Mat- 
thew 1:21: “Thou shalt call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save 


.| his people from their sins.” Holi- 


ness people often repeat that Je- 
sus saves people, not in their sins, 
but from their sins. (However, 
that is a distinction that the Bible’ 
does not make.) They say, there- 
fore, that necessarily salvation 
means the saved one is entirely 
free from sin. 

However, that is a very illogical 
position for them to take, con- 
sidering that they call the process 
of becoming sinless and having the 
sin nature “eradicated” a ‘‘second 
work of grace,’ not the same as 
salvation. When does one become 
sinless, according to the teaching 
of holiness people, and the sinless- 
perfection - doctrine? Are they 
saved from their sins when they 
trust Christ and are saved? Or, 
are they saved from their sins lat- 
er when they are “sanctified,” as 
they say? If one is rid of all sins 


when he is saved, then there is| 


I | certainly no need for a second work 
of grace! 

But does being saved mean being 
without. sin? No, not in the lan- 
guage of the Bible. 


It is true that Jesus will save 
His. people from their sins. But 
notice that this is His own people 
that Jesus will save. Here a fu- 
ture salvation is promised for those 
who are already Christ’s own. This 
saving of the people of the Lord 
Jesus from their sins is future. 


Certainly much of our salvation 
is present. When one trusts Jesus 
Christ for forgiveness and salva- 
tion, then his sins are on are 
covered, and charged against Je- 
sus. Then the poor sinner passes 
out from under condemnation, and 
is already justified. His name is 
written in Heaven. He has ever- 
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47). He is a child of God (I John 


lasting life (John 5:24: John 6: 


it does not mean ws the Grand Island Radio 


Revival Reported 
Next Week 


Editor John R. Rice spent four 
blessed weeks in a radio revival 
over radio KMMJ, Grand Island, 
with radio pastor Theodore H. 
Epp. Literally hundreds wrote in 
to say they trusted Christ in the 
most fruitful radio ministry we 
have ever had. Next week Rev. 


ef the blessed weeks there. 


Sunday, February 16th, the edi- 
tor was with the Central Baptist 
Church, Sioux City, Iowa, with ten 
or twelve professions of faith, 
spoke Monday morning in Wheaton 
College chapel, and began Monday 
night, February 17th, revival cam- 
paign in Wheaton Bible Church 
where he will continue for two 
weeks. Our friends are urged to 
pray, and if possible, to attend 
services every night in the week 
through Sunday, March 2nd, and 
Sunday afternoon at 3 p.m. 


3:2). One who has thus trusted 
‘in Christ and has been born again 
into the family of God, and is a 
partaker of the divine nature is a 
Christian. He is saved. And yet, 
the Bible clearly teaches that he 
does not yet have all of his salva- 
tion. For every Christian still alive 
on earth, much of his salvation is 
yet to come. Hevhas not yet been 
completely saved from his sins. 

Read Romans 5:9, 10, which 
says: 

“Much more then, being 
now justified by his blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath 
through-him. 

“For if, when we were ene- 
mies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being’ reconciled, 
we shall be saved by his life.” 
Here the Scripture plainly says 

that we who are “now justified b 

his blood” in the future “shall be 
saved from wrath thro him” 
(vs..9). People now j ed shall 
in the future be saved from wrath.. 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO) 
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Theodore H. Epp will give a report. 


‘And He Brought Him to Jesus 


BY REV. CHAS. E. FULLER 


(Sunday night sermon, January 
12, 1941, on Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour. Stenographically reported.) 

Turn to the first chapter of the 
gospel of John, verse 42. I am go- 
ing to speak on six little words, 
“And He brought him to Jesus.” 

PRAYER: Our Father, we pray 
that the Holy Spirit may take the 
things of Christ and reveal them 
unto us as we speak upon the por- 
tion of the 42nd verse, “And He 
brought him to Jesus.” May mem- 
bers of the body of Christ over all 
the Continent be stirred up to do 
personal work and to bring men 
and women to Jesus, bringing in 
the sheaves. For we ask it in His 
name and for His sake. Amen. 


(Please remember that this hour 
is made entirely possible by your 
free-will offerings and gifts sent in 
regularly. May we hear from you 
this week and we will thank you 
in advance.) Our mailing address 
is P. O. Box 123, Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. 


I want you to underline six words 
in the 42nd verse of the 1st chapter 
of the gospel of John. Here they 
are, “And he brought him to Je- 
sus.’ I am praying as I bring the 
message that these six words will 
burn their way right to the very 
bottom of your heart, “And he 
brought him to Jesus.” If we would 
carefully read verses 35 to 51 in 
the first chapter of John we would 
find how the first of Christ’s dis- 
ciples were brought into the sav- 
ing knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
There are four conversions record- 
ed here: Andrew, Simon Peter, 
Philip and Nathanael, and it is in- 
teresting to note that these four 
men were not saved in the same 
way. No two conversions, it seems, 
are alike. Andrew heard the Spirit- 


filled message given by John the 


Baptist, ‘Behold the Lamb of God!” 
and was saved. Peter and Na- 
thanael were the results of person- 
al work of believers, Andrew and 
Philip. And in Philip’s case, it 
was by the Lord Himself. No other 
human instrument, as far as I can 
find, was used, It is interesting to 
note how different were these four 
men. Andrew, with his practical 
mind, no sooner comes to Christ 
than He goes and finds his brother, 
Peter. Peter was a hot-headed, im- 
pulsive type of man, full of Zeal. 
Philip was _ materialistic.. Na- 
thanael was retiring, one who lived 
in the background. In spite of 
these different characteristics they 
all found salvation in Christ, and 
I want to say to you tonight, 
friends, that Christ alone is the 
only One that can satisfy the deep 
hunger offthe human heart. 

Now notice in verse 37 these 
words: 

“And the two disciples heard 
him speak, and they followed 
Jesus.” 

Faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the Word of God, and 
the heart of the message they 
heard was this, “Behold the Lamb 
of God!” 


It reminds me of Paul coming 
up against that intellectual bunch 
at Corinth, saying, “For I de- 
termined not to know anything 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified” (I Cor. 2:2). I want 
to tell you, every message that 
God honors has as its center the 
cross of Christ. 


Now in the 37th verse again, 
they not only heard him speak, but 
right after hearing him speak, they 
followed Jesus. And dropping 
down to verse 40, “One of the two 
which heard John speak and fol- 
lowed him was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother. He first findeth his 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 


GOD’S ALL THINGS 


"And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpose.’ — Romans 8:28. 


BY EVANGELIST J. C. BRUMFIELD 


Associate Pastor, Back To The Bible Broadcast 
Grand Island, Nebraska 


WHY? WHY? WHY? 


WHY? WHY? WHY? 


Are You Facing- 


TRIALS 
TESTINGS 
* TEMPTATIONS : 

TROUBLES 
DOUBTS 
FEARS . 
SICKNESS 
SORROW 
ANXIETY 
_PERPLEXITY 
LOSS? 


God's Answer — ROM. 8:28 


DO YOU BELIEVE THIS? 


Then quit trembling and trust, 
quit fretting and “faith,” quit run- 
iJning and rest, quit worrying and 
wait, quit doubting and do, quit 
belittling and BELIEVE! 

But! — mystery engulfs you, 
enemies assail you, friends desert 
you. Satan buffets you, demons be- 
set you, sins infest you, sickness 
weakens you, sorrows distress you, 


death robs you, and _ poverty 
threatens you; your air castles 
crumble at your feet, your dreams 
vanish in the air, your ships go on 
the reef, raging storms sweep down 
upon you and dark clouds of per- 
plexity swallow you up. WHY? 
WHY? WHY? Has God deserted 
you? Has His promise failed you? 
Has Jesus forgotten you? Has the 
Holy Spirit fled from you? No, 
my troubled friend, 


“God is still on the throne, 
He ever cares for His own: 
HIS PROMISE IS TRUE; 
He will not forget you, 
God is still on the throne.” 


His promises BIND Him to help 
you, His compassion INCLINES 
Him to hear you, and His power 
ENABLES Him to deliver you. Be 
grateful for what HE HAS DONE. 
Thank Him for what HE IS DO- 
ING.. Trust Him for what HE 
WILL DO. Quit asking “WHY” 
and PRAISE HIM that Romans 
8:28 is still in “THE BOOK.” 


This is one of the most blessed 
promises God has given us, yet 
one of the most doubted and mis- 
understood. You are not required 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


“SALVATION,” “HOLINESS,” — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


And verse 10 says that “we 
were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son.” That is past tense. 
But in the future, we who are now 
reconciled, “shall be saved by his 
life.” We are already reconciled, 
and yet in the future, we shall be 
saved. These verses clearly show 
that much of salvation is yet fu- 
ture. The Lord Jesus who died on 
Calvary has still work to do for 
us. 

In Romans the eighth chapter, 
it is made very, very clear that our 
salvation is not finished. We yet 
wait for the redemption, that is, 
the adoption of our bodies and of 
the fleshly nature, which goes along 
with our corrupt bodies. Romans 
8:19-25 says: 

“19. For the earnest expec- 
tation of the creature waiteth 
for the manifestation of the 
sons of God. 

“20. For the creature was 
made subject to vanity, not 
willingly, but by reason of 
him who hath subjected the 
same in hope. 

“21. Because the creature it- 
self also shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. 

“22. For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth in pain together un- 
til now. | 

“23. And not only they, but 
ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even 
we ourselves groan within our- 
selves, waiting’ for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of 
our body. 

“24, For we are saved by 
hope; but hope that is seen is 
not hope: for what a man 
seeth, why doth he yet hope 
for? 

“25. But if we hope for that 
we see not, then do we with 
patience wait for it.” 

Now then note the following 
tg about that passage of scrip- 

ure: 


1. The sons of God are not yet 
completely manifested, and the 
creature (that is our created 
body) waits for this perfect mani- 
festation of the sons of God. So 
says verse 19. God’s sons now live 
in sinful bodies, corrupted with the 
old nature. Later, God says these 
sons of God will be manifested as 
the sons of God. 

2. Verse 21 above says that this 
created body of ours is going to be 
“delivered from the bondage of 
corruption.” Our body and our 
fleshly nature is corrupt. But we 
iste be delivered from this corrup- 

on. 

Verses 22 and 23 say that the 
curse that is on the whole creation 
is also on us, and that the whole 
creation travails and groans to- 
gether, waiting for the redemption 
(salvation) or adoption of our 
body. Notice that in our salvation 
now, we do not have all the fruit 
of the Spirit. We only have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit. That is, 
the Holy Spirit who came into our 
bodies to live within us is the first- 


fection of every one who has trust- 
ed Christ! But it is clear that ac- 
cording to the Bible that salva- 
tion is partly present, and partly 
future. So we may say with the 
inspired apostle in Romans 8:25: 
“But if we hope for that we see 
not, then do we with patience wait 
for it.” Let us patiently, then, in 
hope, wait for the remainder of our 
salvation, the “adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body,” and for 
the other fruits of salvation which 
will follow in all of us who have 
the firstfruit, that is the Holy Spir- 
it, abiding in us. 

Yes, the Lord Jesus will save us 

from our sins. He died for all of 
our sins. 
paid for. We will be delivered 
from them all. But that is partly in 
the future. We have not yet re- 
ceived the rest of our salvation. 
* The above Scripture, Romans 8: 
19-25, says that this perfect sal- 
vation will include the body. Then 
we will take off our eye-glasses, 
our hair will not be gray nor our 
heads bald. We will not have dis- 
eases. Our bones will not be brit- 
tle (nor our tempers, either). We 
will not be imperfect in knowledge, 
even, nor in wisdom, nor in love. 
Then ‘we shall know as we are 
known” (I Cor. 13:12). We now 
see through a glass darkly, but 
then face to face. We are now the 
sons of God, but we then, when 
Jesus appears, will be like Him (I 
John 3:2). 

But we have not received per- 
fect knowledge. We have not re- 
ceived perfect bodies. We still 
have on us the limitations, the 
weaknesses, the ignorance, the 
failures, the sins of the old nature. 
Christ bore our sins, but He also 
bore our infirmities and our sick- 
nesses, aS Matthew 8:17 plainly 
tells us. In that sense healing is in 
the atonement, and Christ paid for 
perfect health for all of us. But 
this perfect health will only come 
when our salvation is completed 
at the redemption and translation 
of our bodies! So our perfect sal- 
vation from sin has not yet been 
finished. It will be finished when 
Jesus comes for His own. Let us 
follow, then, the exhortation of 
Philippians 3:20, 21, which says: 

“For our conversation is in 
heaven; from whence also we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ: 

“Who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned 
like unto his glorious body, ac- 
cording to the working where- 
by he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.” 


Then our vile bodies will be 
changed when Jesus comes from 
Heaven and we will be saved com- 
pletely from our sins! . 

How many times people have 
said that Romans, chapters seven 
and eight, represented two distinct 
and separate periods in Paul’s life. 
They say that these chapters “are 
autobiographical.” They mean that 
in ‘the seventh chapter Paul pic- 
tures the time in the past when he 
was in a great struggle with the 
old nature, so that with his mind 


fruit of salvation. We have a di- 
vine nature within us, but we also 
still have the physical, sinful na- 
ture, the fleshly nature. We only 
have part of our salvation. 

Verses 24 and 25 say that we 
are saved by hope, that is, that 
our salvation has not been all re- 
ceived, and we.do not yet see all 
of it, but we by faith hope for it 
and look forward to the time of 
perfect salvation. , 

It is true that the Lord Jesus 
Shall ‘“‘save His people from their 
sins,”’” Every one who belongs to 
Christ, then, may look forward 
with perfect certainty that Jesus 
will save that one from sin com-. 


then, will one day be completely 
saved from his. sins. What a 
blessed promise that is of .the 
eternal security -and the final per- 
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he served the law of God, but with 
the flesh the law of sin, and never 
was able to do what he planned to 
do. But,- such people say, the 
eighth chapter pictures a later 
time of great victory when Paul 
lived without sin and never had 
any more trouble with the old and 
fleshly nature. It is shocking to 
find that dear Dr. Scofield.in the 
notes in the Scofield Bible came 
very close to this position. How- 
ever, it is utterly without founda- 
tion, and utterly unscriptural. Ro- 
mans, chapters seven and eight, 
were written probably the, same 
day. They were written to the 
same people. They were written 
about the same man. The present 
tense is used throughout. If the 
eighth chapter was true about Paul 
when it was written, the seventh 
chapter was likewise true at the 
same time. There is no conflict be- 
tween the two chapters. They are 
not “autobiographical.” They do 
not give a long history of two 
periods in Paul’s life. Rather they 
give the one, divinely inspired ac- 
count of every Christian’s state. 
The Christian described in Romans, 
the eighth chapter, is often de- 
feated, is bound down to an un- 
changed body and an unchanged 
nature. With groaning and tra- 
vail, says Romans 8:19-25, the 
Christian waits and longs for the 
completion of his salvation when 
he will be freed from the vanity 


‘and corruption of the old nature 


that every Christian. ha 
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in has. 
But let us not leave the eighth 


Every one of them is - 


fects (vs. 34). 


chapter of Romans yet. It is true 
that our salvation is incomplete. 
But the Lord goes on to tell us 
plainiy in this blessed eighth chap- 
ter of Romans, that eve g in 
the world, God’s “all things” still 
work together to bring us out in 
the perfect image of Jesus Christ 
and finish our salvation! 

Verses 28 to 30 say: 

“And we know that all 
things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them 
who are ‘the called according 
to his purpose. 

“For whom he did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many 
brethren. 

“Moreover whom he did pre- 
destinate, them he also called: 
and who he called, them he al- 
so justified: and whom he 
justified,-them he also glori- 
fied’ (Rom. 8:28-30). 


Five tenses of salvation are men- 
tioned as follows: (1) God fore- 
knew who would trust Him for sal- 
vation, knew it before they were 
born. (2) He -predestinated, or de- 
termined, to save them complete- 
ly, carrying them right on through 
until they were “conformed to the 
image of His Son.” Sinless perfec- 
tion is God’s plan in the future for 
every Christian, and He will cer- 
tainly bring it to pass. (3) These 
whom God has foreknown would 
trust Him, and has predestinated 
to be conformed to the image of 
His Son, He also calls. They .are 
called to trust in Christ. (4). And 
these who are foreknown and pre- 
destinated and called are justified 
when they bélieve. When one 
trusts in Christ, he is immediately 
counted just. In God’s sight his 
sins are carried away, laid on Je- 
sus, and remembered against him 
no more. (5) Those who are justi- 
fied are then later glorified. We are 
justified, born-again, have everlast- 
ing life when we are saved. But 
we will be glorified and our bodies 
and our evil natures changed com- 
pletely. So at last God will com- 
plete these five steps of salvation: 
foreknowledge, predestination, call- 
ing, justification, and glorification. 
And all things work together to 
bring this about, God said. 

For that reason, the eighth chap- 
ter ends in a blaze of triumphant, 
glorious assurance! If God is for 
us, who can be against us? (vs. 
31). If God gave Jesus to die for 
us, will He not give us all the rest 
of the things that are coming, the 
completion of our salvation? (vs. 
32). If anybody accuses” us be- 
cause we are failing, § sinful 
creatures, remember God is the 
One who justifiés us (vs. 33). If 
someone would condemn us, then 
remember that Christ died and is 
risen and He is now at the right 
hand of the Father to make inter- 
cession for us, and so He will com- 
plete our salvation and save us 
completely from sin and its ef- 
And then there is 
the glorious closing that ‘neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to 
Separate us from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Yes, the eternal security of a child 
of God is settled, not because he 
is sinless, but because God has 
promised to finish what He has 
started. God will finish our salva- 
tion and will glorify all whom He 


has already justified. It is clear 


then that salvation in the Bible’ 


does not mean sinless perfection 
at the present time. Saved people 
do sin. But we look forward glad- 
ly to the time when Jesus comes 
and we will be changed and sin 
no-more. | 

“If saved people still sin, then 
what do you get when you are 
saved?” asked a young preacher 
of holiness belief the other day. 
“You say that you are still a sin- 
ner. What good did it do you to get 
Saved ?” 3 

“Why, I got as much as you did 
when I got saved,” I replied. “I 
was saved from Hell. I got a home 
in Heaven. I got my sins all under 
the blood of Christ. I got peace of 
heart and clear conscience. I was 
born again and became a child of 
God. I got all that when I was 
saved. I got as much as you did 
or anybody else when I trusted 
Christ for salvation, and He for- 
gave my'sins and made me God’s 
ehild, giving me everlasting life 
and a new~heart.” | 

Then I continued, “Wait! I got 
more than you did when I was 
saved. I also got grace and hu- 


mility enough to admit that I was 


a sinner. Instead of bragging on 
how good I was, I began to brag 
on how good Jesus was to save a 
poor sinner like me. I got grace to 
obey the command of the Lord Je- 
sus and pray, “And forgive us our 
sins,” as He said in Luke 11:4 for 
every Christian to do daily. 


“You have already admitted that 
my standard of life_is as high as 
yours. You told me you felt sure 
that my stand on the separated 
life was the same as yours, and 
that you knew of no matter in 
which I do not love the Lord and 
try to serve Him as well as you. 
You have already admitted I win 
at least as many souls as you do. 
I am as near perfect as you are. 
The difference is that I got grace 
enough to admit my sins and give 
Christ the glory for saving me and 
keeping me instead of taking credit 
myself. Why, man, I got more than 
you did when I trusted Christ!” 

Then seeing that he was really 
embarrassed I:-admitted that we 
both got just the same when we 
trusted Christ; each of us got won- 
derful, eternal salvation, for wick- 
ed sinners who ought to go to Hell! 


ll. Holiness Does Not Mean 
Sinless Perfection 


Many earnest people find com- 
mands in the Bible about holiness, 
and so they set out to be holy. 
They think that holiness means be- 
ing sinless. But a little study of the 
Bible will show that that is not 
the meaning of the word. 


For example, notice Hebrews 12: 
14 which says: ‘Follow peace with 
all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord.” 
Some people believe that holiness 
means sinless perfection. They 
think this passage means that 
“without sifiless perfection no man 
Shall see God.” Well, it is true 
that when Jesus comes and takes 
us to see the Father, He will 
change us and we will be sinless 
and perfect. Christ will make us 
sinless and perfect at His coming. 
But this scripture does not say and 
does not mean that living a sinless 
life is the way to see God. Many, 
many scriptures show that that is 
not true. 


Consider the word holy. Moun- 
tains, lands, cities, places, things, 
animals, and unsaved people are 
called holy in the Bible. Notice 
the following Scriptures about in- 
animate things and places that are 
called holy: “Holy ground” (Exo. 
3:5); “Holy convocation” (Exo. 
12:16); “holy garments” (Exo. 28: 
2); “holy place” (Exo. 28:29); 
“holy crown” (Exo, 29:6); “holy 
oil” (Exo. 30:25); “holy city” 
(Nehemiah 11:18); “holy hill’ 
(Psalm 2:6); “holy mountains’ 
(Psa. 87:1); “holy vessels’ (I 
Chron. 22:19). Now mountains, 
hills, ground, vessels, garments, 
oil, animals, etc., do not sin, nor do 
they become sinless. They do not 
go through a so-called ‘‘sanctifica- 
tion” in which the Holy Spirit and 
fire- burn out the sinful nature, as 
those of the holiness doctrine teach 
is necessary to become: holy. The 
word holy or sanctified simply 


| means to be set apart for God, and 


does not refer as to whether or not 
the animal, or thing, or place, or 
vessel, or person is without sin. 


To be sure one who is set apart 
for God should earnestly try to 
please God, and live different from 
the world, but still it is clear that 
the word holy does not refer to sin- 
lessness. 


But many holy people are men- 
tioned in the Bible. Let us examine 
some of these holy people and see 


if they were sinless. For example, 
the whole nation Israel is called 
holy a number of times in the Bi- 
ble. In Deuteronomy 7:6, God said 
to Israel, “For thou art an holy 
people unto the Lord thy God: the 
Lord thy God hath chosen thee to 
be a special people unto himself, 
above all people that are upon the 
face of the earth.” The whole na- 
tion was holy. The ple were a 
special people to the Lord, set 
apart for Him. But does anybody 
believe that all of this nation which 
committed so many, many sins, 
was perfect and sinless? Certain- 
ly not! Holy does not mean sinless 
in the Bible. In Exodus 19:6, God 
speaks of Israel as “an holy na- 


tion.” In Deuteronomy 26:19, they. 
are called “an holy people.” And 


in Deuteronomy 28:9 they are 
called “an holy .people.” And in 
Daniel 12:7 again they are called 
“the holy people.” The people of Is- 
rael, made up of individual sinners 
like the rest of us, and a nation that 
has failed God so many times, are 
called “an holy people” and “an 
holy nation.” But the nation has 
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never been sinless. Even now the 


nation is suffering for their sins. 
Many of’ those holy people died in 
the wilderness for their sins, be- 
fore they got to the land of 
Canaan. The holy people were 
carried into captivity in. Babylon 
because of their sins. They re- 
jected the prophets and crucified 
Jesus Christ. Yet Israel is a sep- 
arated or chosen people, and in 
that sense is holy. To be holy does 
not mean to be sinless. 


Jerusalem is called “the holy 
city” though certainly it could not 
be called a city without sin. But it 
is a city set apart, chosen of God. 


God told Moses, ‘‘Speak unto the 
priests the sons of Aaron and say 
unto them” (Leviticus 21:1, and, 
“they shall be holy unto their God” 
Leviticus 21:6). The sons of Aaron 
were holy. Yet we learn that Na- 
dab and Abihu, sons of Aaron, 
sinned by taking strange fire into 
the temple, and were struck dead 
by. God. They were holy, that is, 


set apart, but they were not sin-. 


less. 


The men who wrote the Bible, 


are all called “holy men” (Il Pet. 
1:21). David wrote the Psalms. 
He was one of these holy men, yet 
he was guilty of adultery and mur- 
der. Moses was one of these holy 
men, yet he lost his temper and 
God would not allow him to’ go 
into Canaan. Solomon wrote 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and _ the 
Song of Solomon, and yet this holy 
man went away after his wives’ 
false religions. They were holy 
men, that is, set apart by God for 
special service, and specially sur- 
rendered to Him. But they were 
not sinless. Holiness does not mean 
sinless perfection. 


The apostles are called “his holy 
apostles” (Eph. 3:5). Yet Judas 
was an unsaved man who betrayed 
Christ. He was an unbeliever, nev- 
er was saved, and died and went to 
Hell. But he was set apart as one 
of the apostles. Peter was saved, 
yet this holy apostle cursed and 
swore and denied Christ. Later he 
“dissembled”’ and was publicly re- 
buked by Paul for his sin (Gal. 
2:11-14). 

Paul was one of these holy apos- 
tles, but he frankly admitted that 
he had not yet attained sinless per- 
fection, that he was not perfect 
(Phil, 3:12, 13). He said, “Sin- 
ners, of whom I am chief” (I Tim. 
1:15). He admitted his constant 
struggle with the old man, the sin- 
ful nature, in the seventh chapter 
of Romans and elsewhere. He was 


a holy apostle, set apart to the 


ministry, and in that sense sancti- 
fied, but he was not sinless. 

So when the Bible teaches that 
Christians ought to be holy, and 
that we ought to sanctify our- 
selves, it does not mean that any 
Christian in the world is sinless 
and perfect. To be sure, God is a 
holy God and He is sinless, but the 
nation Israel is a holy nation and 
it is certainly not sinless. 

One of the best proofs that the 
word holy does not mean sinless is 
that it is a comparative term. I 
mean there are varying degrees of 
holiness. For example, in the tab- 
ernacle there was a “holy place” 
and “a most Holy place” (Exo. 26: 
33). Some sacrifices were holy, 
and others were “most holy” (Exo. 
30:10, 29, 36). And those are a 
smoke in God’s nose who says, “I 
am holier than thou” (Isa. 65:5). 
That proves that the term holy is 
only a relative term. Some people 
are partly surrendered to God or 
set apart for him, and others are 
more nearly completely surren- 
dered, and others are nearer yet. 
But that does not mean any are 
sinless. 

Any term involving perfection 
cannot be comparative. For in- 
stance, God is Almighty. Then you 
could not use the word to say that 
one is more almighty than another. 
God is omnipotent, all-powerful. 
But, all powerful cannot be com- 
pared. One could not be less all- 


powerful and another more all-° 
powerful. The term itself means © 


perfection. But the term holy does 
not mean perfection, does not mean 
sinlessness. One can be holy and 
another can be more holy. One 
place can be a holy place and an- 
other place can be a most holy 
place, in Bible language. The holy 


of holies is called “The holiest of - 


all.” So any man’s holiness is only 
relative after all. None are abso- 
lutely perfect, none. are sinless. 
Man’s holiness is only relative. If 
holiness may be improved, it is not 
sinless, not perfect. Re 
Likewise, to be. sanctified does 
not mean to be sinless. For in- 
stance, 
says: 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE“THREE) 


¥ P at + ee ie on 
s woeyt es SA Fa Me So hai . 
"4 Pied teed. 5 Sind a ates -t. f.%) 


First Corinthians 7:14 


af PEP 5 


$ Z 


i eS ai ee ae alll ae ela ele Oa a 


a a 
4 
z 
» : 
Ser. 
¢ . 
, 
; i 
z 
. . 
i, 


es 
ny 


— 


e.eelUlCU Oh /FhUCtiCUrh 


4 


_ these unbelievers are sinless. 


Sanctification does not mean sin- 
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“SALVATION,” “HOLINESS,” — 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO) 


“For the unbelieving hus- 
band is sanctified by the wife, 
and the unbelieving wife is 
sanctified by the husband: else 
were your children unclean; 
but now are they holy.” 

Here is an unbelieving man who 
is sanctified! An unbelieving lost 
woman, who has not _ trusted 
Christ, and yet the Bible says she 
is sanctified! Well, that simply 
means that the marriage is a 
proper marriage and children not 
illegitimate. It does not mean eo 

oO 
be sanctified, simply means set 
apart. In this case it means that 
even a lost person may be set 
apart properly as a husband or 
wife, though certainly no uncon- 
verted person could be sinless. 


lessness. 

In one sense all saved people 
are sanctified. That means they are 
set apart for God. This is made 
clear in First Corinthians 1:2 
which says: 

“Unto the church of God 
which is at Corinth, to them 
that- are sanctified in Christ 
Jesus, called to be saints, with 
all that in every place call up- 
on the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both their’s and 
our’s.” 

Notice that the people at Corinth 
were “sanctified in Christ Jesus.” 
We learn a little-further over in 
the same book that one of them 
was living in adultery with his 
step-mother, some of them got 
drunk at the Lord’s Supper, they 
had women preachers and a con- 
fused jabber of tongues, and di- 
visions and strife. They were car- 
nal Christians, Paul said (I Cor. 
3:3). Yet, since they had trusted 
Christ and were born again, they 
were sanctified, that is, set apart 
in Christ Jesus. 

Certainly it is true, then, that 
sanctification does not mean sinless 
perfection. Only a misunderstand- 
ing of the Scripture could lead good 
people to teach that sanctification 
means being sinless. 


lll. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
Or Filling of the Spirit, Does 
Not Eradicate the Carnal 
Nature Nor Make One 


Sinless 

There has gotten abroad an idea 
among some very earnest, good 
people, that to be baptized or to 
be filled with the Holy Spirit in- 
volves another work, the burning 
out of the sinful nature.. Perhaps 
this idea comes from a wrong in- 
terpretation of the words of John 
the Baptist as recorded in Mat- 
thew 3:11 where it is said of the 
Lord Jesus: “He shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost, and with 
fire.” They think that this means 
that Jesus will baptize Christians 
with the Holy Ghost and also bap- 
tize Christians with fire, to burn 
out all sin: But that is not the 
meaning of the passage, for the 
whole chapter tells how John. the 
Baptist is demanding these uncon- 
verted Pharisees to repent, lest 
they come to the judgment of God; 
that ‘‘The axe is laid unto the root 
of the trees: therefore every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit 


fire.” The fire of judgment is the 
fire referred to in Matthew 3:11. 
And the following verse says 
about Jesus, “Whose fan is in his 
hand, and he will throughly purge 
his floor, and gather his wheat in- 
to the garner; but he will burn u 
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
It is clear when you read the- 
whole passage, that Jesus Christ 
will baptize His own people with 
the Holy. Ghost and baptize uncon- 
verted sinners in the fires of Hell. 
There is no reference here to sin- 
less perfection. 


What happened to the _ disciples 
at Pentecost? Was their sinful na- 
ture all eradicated? Did they 
there reach the point where they 
would not sin any more? No! Not 
a hint does the Bible give of- any 
such thing. 


No, the Bible tells exactly what 
would happen at Pentecost. They 
were to wait for power, soul win- 
ning power. “But tarry ye in the 
city of Jerusalem, until ye be en- 
dued with power from on high,” 
commands Jesus (Luke 24:49). Je- 
sus said to the disciples, ‘But ye 
shall receive power, after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you; and 
ye shall be witnesses unto me...” 
(Acts 1:8). Pentecost is spelle 

in this one word of five letters, 
power. The disciples waited for 
power. They got power, and wit- 
nessed for Jesus with this soul win- 
ning power so that 3,000 souls 
were saved in that day, and many 


Pithe body of Christ, by the Holy 


| Father which is in heaven is per- 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


of the Lord before not to try to 
preach in Jerusalem, but to go far 
hence to the Gentiles (Acts 22: 
18-21). Paul was a glorious, godly 
man, the greatest soul winner the 
world has seen, I think. But Paul 
was not sinless, even after he was 
filled with the Holy Ghost. 

Every Christian is baptized into 


Spirit, as we see from First Corin- 
thians 12:13. But that does not 
mean that every Christian is made 
sinless and perfect. Neither the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, the fill- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, nor any 
other work of the Holy Spirit 
while men live in these natural, un- 
changed bodies, ever makes a child 
of God sinless. and perfect. All 
Christians sin, even those Chris- 
tians who are surrendered to the 
Lord and earnestly try to please 
Him, day by day fighting the old 
carnal nature. Those who are filled 
with the Holy Spirit and go out to 
win multitudes of souls are yet sin- 
ful creatures, whose only hope of 
Heaven is in the mercy of a God 
who covers sin with the blood, and 
holds sin against His own children 
no more. : 


IV. The Perfect Standards Set Up 
In the Law and God's Commands 
Do Not Mean That Christians 
Are Ever Perfect and Sinless 


In Matthew 5:48 Jesus said, “Be 
ye therefore perfect, even as your 


fect.” 
Here is a plain command to be 


others in succeeding days. And it 
is not even mentioned that the sin- 
ful nature was taken out, or that 
they reached a kind of sanctifica- 
} tion that would make them sinless. 


The Lord Jesus promised a bap- 
tism (Acts 1:5). When it came 
what happened is described in these 
words, “And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:4). 
But whether you\call the experi- 
ence of these disciples at Pentecost 
a baptizing, or a filling, or a gift, 
or an enduement, it did not make 
them sinless. 

It was after this blessed experi- 
ence of Pentecost that Peter fell 
into the humiliating and~shameful 
deceit which is described in Ga- 
jlatians 2:11-14. Peter, who had 
been filled with the Holy Spirit in 
Acts 2:4, and again in Acts 4: 
31, and doubtless many other times, 
yet had not gotten above sin. 

Paul was filled with the Holy 
Spirit also, three days after his 
conversion (Acts 9:17). But it was 
after this wonderful experience 
when Paul was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and started out his wonder- 
ful soul winning career in the 
power of the Holy Ghost, that Paul 
fell into sin. It was after this that 
the “sharp contention” arose be- 
tween Paul and Barnabas. This 
quarrel broke up their evangelistic 
team, and they separated entirely. 
Paul had been filled with the Holy 
Spirit, but certainly was not sin- 
less. Read about this quarrel in 
Acts 15:36-41. 

It was after Paul was filled with 
the Holy Spirit that he disobeyed 
God who commanded him not to go 
to Jerusalem (Acts 21:4). When 
God sent a prophet, Agabus, to 
warn him again, Paul still went 
on in his disobedience (Acts 21: 
10-14). And Paul himself later 


is hewn down, and cast into the 


said that he had been warned 
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perfect. Anyone who is not perfect 
disobeys this command of Christ. 

In John 5:14 Jesus said to a 
man, “Sin no more, lest a worse 
thing come unto thee,” 

In John 8:11 Jesus said to the 
woman taken in adultery, “Go; and 
sin no more.” 

These scriptures and many, many 
others plainly command Christians 
to live without sin. Some people 
therefore conclude that Christians 
do live above sin. But they are ut- 
terly mistaken. 


This is the old, old story again 
of the law. God gave the Ten 
Commandments, too, but nobody 
ever kept them. The law is summed 
up by the Saviour in these words: 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind,” 
and ‘‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself” (Matt. 22:37, 39). He 
said, “On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets” 
(Matt. 22:40). The commandment 
is perfect. The standard set by the 
Lord in these commands is a per- 
fect standard. But men are not 
perfect, and not a single person 
ever lived who could keep the holy 
and perfect commandments of God. 
No one ever did. 


That ‘is the reason that no one 
ever was saved by the law. Ro- 
mans 3:20 says, “Therefore by the 
deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified in his sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of 
sin.” People are not saved by 
keeping these commandments. 
These commandments only make 
us conscious of our guilt and fail- 
ure and sins. The commandments 
of God are simply a perfect stand- 
ard to show us how far short we 
have fallen. 


Somebody answers, ‘‘Well, do you 
think God would give a command 
that was impossible for one to 
keep ?” 3 

Well, in one sense it is possible 
for a person to do right about any 
one particular thing. As far as he 
knows his duty, and is willing to 
do it, a man may do right. But the 
truth is that no one in a carnal, 
mortal body perfectly knows what 
is right. And in the second place 
no one in a carnal, mortal body 
wants to do right bad enough to do 
right all the time. Why do peo- 
ple sin, even saved people? Be- 
cause of the wickedness of their 
hearts. So no one ever did keep 
the law. No one ever was as per- 
fect as God is. — 


It really seems foolish for any 
one to claim that he keeps that 
command, “Be ye therefore -per- 
| fect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect.” God the Fa- 
ther is perfect in knowledge, per- 
fect in power, perfect in holiness. 
He is perfect in head as well as in 
heart. God makes no mistakes. God 
has no weaknesses, no sicknesses, 
no blindness, no ignorance. And it 
is obvious that no person who ever 
lived, save Jesus alone, is as per- 
fect as the Father. | 

Why did Jesus give this com- 
mand then? Why did He command 
us to be perfect?’ For the same 
reason that God said we were to 
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and soul, and we were to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. God must 
do right. When God gives a com- 
mand, it must be a perfect com- 
mand. When God sets up a stand- 
ard, it must be a correct and right- 
eous standard. God must not ex- 
cuse our sin. 

One of my children one day, 
when very small, told a lie. How 
natural it is for us to deceive! I 
talked with her earnestly about 
how wicked it was and said, “Don’t 
ever lie again! Never let me catch 
you saying a word that is untrue.” 
Now, the truth is that I was a child 
myself and have had long deal- 
ings with children as with grown 
people. I knew as well as I knew 
anything in the world that my dear 
child, tainted with sin, would more 
than once be tempted and fall in- 
to deceit. But do you think I as 
an honest and godly parent couid 
afford to say, ‘Well, it is all right 
for you to lie once in a while, but 
don’t do it very often”? I say do 
you think that that is the proper 
command for a father to give his 
child? No, no! If my child ever 
lies I must be innocent of it. I 
must have no part in it. I must 
make no excuse for it. Sin is a 
wicked thing, and the standard I 
set must be a perfect standard, 
though I know my poor, dear chil- 
dren, since. they* are human be- 
ings, will never reach a _ perfect 
standard while in this life. 

Just so God, a pure and holy 
God, must give a perfect standard 
in His commands. When we sin 
then, it is our fault and not God’s 
fault. 

So Paul says, ‘Wherefore the 
law (any command of God) is 
holy, and the commandment holy, 
and just, and good” (Romans 7: 
12). But mankind is so sinful that 
we have not reached that holy 
standard, We are not perfect as 
the Father is perfect. We do not 
keep the commandments. We nev- 
er obey the Saviour when He said, 
“Go, and sin no more.” As Paul 
said, “The law is spiritual: but I 
am carnal, sold under sin’ (Ro- 
mans 7:14). 


When Christians sin, they grieve 
God. Sin is wicked. We ought not 
to sin. Yes, when we sin we grieve 
God, but we do not surprise God. 
Though He set for us a holy stand- 
ard, He knew we would fall short 
of it and He must give us a Sav- 
iour. . 

Since no one can be saved by 
keeping the commands, therefore 
God needed to send His Son to bear 
our sins and save us by mercy, 
since we could not be saved by 
justice. 


“For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of 
ee it is the gift of 


“Not of works, lest any man 
should boast.” 

— Ephesians 2:8, 9. 
The only reason anybody ever 
claims to be sinless and perfect is 
that they have very little real un- 
derstanding of the commands of 
God. To love the Lord with all the 
heart, mind, soul and strength, is 
a picture of perfection that no hu- 
man creature, save Jesus only, 
could ever attain. That would mean 
to love God with literally all the 
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ever detracting from that love. 
And note the command, “Pray 
without ceasing.’”’ What man ever 
literally prays without ceasing? 
That would mean that there never 
came a second, day or night, awake 
or sleeping, when one was not con- 
sciously calling on God. Who has 
fulfilled that commandment ? 


We are to be brought to judg- 
ment for every idle word that we 
utter (Matt. 12:36). Those who 
claim to be holy and sinless, do 
they never utter an idle word? nev- 
er jesting-or foolish talking? (Eph. 
5:4). 

“Whatsoever. is not of faith is 
sin” (Rom, 14:23). These people 
who claim sinless perfection, can 
they say the word and a mountain 
be removed, a fig tree cursed, the 
dead raised? These are the things 
promised to perfect faith. But not 
to have such faith is sin in many 
cases. For anything that is not of 
faith is sin. A faltering faith isa . 
sign of a sinful humanity. Who is 
perfect in this? 


“To him that knoweth to do 
good, and doeth it not, to him it 
is sin’ (James 4:17). Are there 
things that you, dear reader, know 
to do that you have left undone? 
Have you read the Bible every bit 
that you ought to read, so much 
so that it would be wrong to read 
it more? Have you spent as much 
time in prayer every day, all along, 
as you knew to do? Have you 
prayed as much as anybody ever 
did pray? Do you pray as much 
as Jesus would if He were here on 
earth again, in your place? Do you 
never leave anything undone that 
ought to be done, never. postpone 
a duty, never forget? If you do not 
all the good you know to do, then 
the Bible says to you it is sin. 


Jesus said, “Be ye therefore per- 
fect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5: 
48). God is perfect in love. Are 
you? God is perfect in knowledge. 
Are you? God is perfect in power. 
Are you? Someone answers back, 
“No, Iam nct perfect in everything 
but I am perfect in heart.” Well, 
if you are saved, there is a part of 
you that is born of God and can- 
not sin, as the Scripture says (I 
John 3:9). But that came at con- 
version, not at a later experience of 
so-called sanctification! But on the 
other hand just to have His seed 
in you is not being as perfect as 
God is. God is not only perfect in 
heart, but perfect in brain. He 
makes no mistakes. He has no 
ignorance, His power, His love, His 
knowledge never fails. Do yours? 
Then you have broken that plain 
command of Christ and you are a 
sinner. So are we all, all poor, 
wicked sinners who ought to be in 
Hell and would be but for the sav- 
ing mercy of God through His Son, 
Jesus Christ! 


I say again, the only reason any 
poor, brazen, conceited person ever 
claims to be sinless and perfect is 
that he is not acquainted with all 
the wide sweep of the law of God 
and the commands of the Bible. 
That is one reason why that usual- 
ly the more ignorant people claim 
to be sinless. How could one who 
really knows all that God has com- 
manded, claim to be sinless? 


being, all the time, with nothing 


No, we find it plainly stated in 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE FOUR) 
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(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


own brother Simon, and saith un- 
to him, We have found the Mes- 
sias, which is, being interpreted, 
the Christ. And he brought him 
to Jesus” (Verses 40 tog42). 

Let’s meditate on that, and may 
the Holy Spirit instruct and en- 
lighten our eyes and our under- 
standing so that we may see the 
value of winning men and women 
to Jesus Christ. 


Andrew, converted by Christ to 
become a disciple, immediately set 
forth to recruit a little army by 
discipling others. He finds his 
brother, Peter, and brings him to 
Jesus. So first of all we find that 
Andrew was a missionary disciple. 
' The first successful Christian mis- 
sionary was himself a sincere fol- 
lower of Jesus. May I say first of 
.all, to be a successful soul winner 
cne must first of all accept Jesus: 
Christ as his own personal Saviour. 
I do not believe it needful for me 
te say that. Men who have-never 
seen the joy of the Lord are not 
fit persons to describe Him to 
others. The preacher who stands 
behind the sacred desk who knows 
not Jesus Christ for himself and 
has never had any heart experi- 
ence, had better go out and dig 
ditches or take up some other secu- 
lar work. Only born-again men, 
men who know they have passed 
from death unto life, who know 
that they are new creations in 


and I left the © building without 
speaking to that man about his 
soul’s salvation. I went home 
heavy-hearted that night. It was 
in the afternoon about 3:30 that 
I was in his office. That night a 
little after 7:00 my telephone rang 
and the voice at the other end said, 
“Well, so and so went home to- 
night. He lay down on the sofa 
and passed out into eternity, the 
victim of heart disease.” I can’t 
tell you, friends, what a feeling 
swept over my soul. I said then, 
“God helping me, from this time 
forth if the Spirit prompts me to 
speak to a soul I will go through 
anything and never let any inter- 
ference come in until I have talked 
to that soul.” Listen, I trust that 
man was saved. When I stop to 
think that he might not have been 
and I had the opportunity of pre- 
senting the gospel to him, it makes 
me shudder. 

I want you to notice Andrew’s 
persistence. He finds Peter. We 
Pare told in those verses how he 
went out and found Peter. Per- 
haps it wasn’t very easy to find 
Peter. It took real effort on his 
part. I am reminded of the shep- 
herd who went out after the lost 


found the lost sheep. And God 
wants you and me to go out to the 
ends of the earth to find those that 
are lost. Perhaps some soul is to- 
night on the brink of eternity, de- 
struction, waiting for you and you 
alone to tell him about Jesus and 
His love. If the Holy Spirit is 


Christ, should ever attempt to 
preach the Word of God. For then 
the ministry will not be a mere 
profession but a loving passion, a 
passion for the souls of men. Sun- 
day School teacher, Bible teacher, 
do you really know Jesus Christ 
as your personal Saviour, or is 
your class just a social gathering, 
a discussion group, discussing pres- 
ent-day current events ? 


A good friend of mine travel- 
ing down East (I have great con- 
fidence in him) one Sunday morn- 
ing dropped into a Bible class in 
a church on the eastern coast, and 
to his amazement and disgust, they 
were discussing this, “When cats 
die, do they go to Heaven?” You 
laugh and yet I.am putting it that 
way just to show you how ridicu- 
lous it is. God forbid. If you are 
born again your emphasis should 
be on the Word of God and the 
souls of men. 

Andrew was on fire for God even 
though he was a young convert. 
One day he was converted and the 
next day he sought out Peter, his 
brother and brought him to Christ. 
He needed no college, no university 
training. He had God-given wis- 
dom and a compassionate heart. 
One of the surest signs you are 
really born again, really have a 
converted heart is that your heart 
is throbbing to see the lost brought 
to Jesus. Andrew was a common- 
place disciple. He was a man of 
average capacity. He was not bril- 
liant like his brother Peter, but he 
did not hesitate and stop to say, “i 
have no remarkable talent.” But 
out of his own heart the gift that 
_Wwas within him and he neglected 
not that gift and went and found 
Peter and brought him to Jesus. 

*You know, I love to read First 
~ Corinthians. God loves to take the 
weak things, the foolish things to 
confound the wise. 

Looking over the Bible we find 
Ehud was a left-handed man. Sam- 
son, contrary to popular opinion, 
was not a strong specimen of 
physical humanity. God loves to 
use weak things, common-place 
things to accomplish His purpose. 

~Now notice Andrew’s prompt- 
ness. No sooner was he converted 
than he sought out Peter. 

I want to stop here. Somehow 
my mind has been checked to give 
you this personal illustration. 

Shortly after I was converted, I 
was in business in Southern Cali- 
fornia, in the orange business, in 
the packing house unit, working as 
manager of the packing house. I 
had dealings with a young lawyer 
in Los Angeles. He was a corpora- 
tion lawyer, a splendid, outstanding 
_ jJawyer. I came to Los Angeles one 

day to take up some matters per- 
‘taining to our business. I sat down 
across his desk from-him. Beau- 
tiful furniture he had there in his 
office. I felt prompted to speak 
to him about his soul. Oh, I never 
had such a feeling! I was just 
about to speak to him when the 
telephone rang and his secretary 
information. She went out, 


to epee to bisa, but then someone 


d interrupted 
es en And the tena time I | 


us the- 


speaking, don’t let His call go un- 
heeded, e 

*I remember another illustration. 
This happened after the dealing 
with the corporation lawyer. I was 
riding on the train one day and I 
felt prompted to speak to a young 
fellow, ‘and I said, “You have no 
peace in your heart, no rest, do 
you?” 

He turned around and looked at 
me. 

“Who told you that?” 

The Spirit of God had prompted 
me, and I had a blessed time speak- 
ing to that young man and bring- 
ing him to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 

Oh, pastor, don’t you long for a 
soul-winning church? Bible teach- 
er, don’t you long for a soul-win- 
ning Bible class? Sunday school 
teacher, start tonight. Don’t delay. 
Pray for the salvation of folk that 
God has entrusted in your care. 


Not only was Andrew a mission- 
ary disciple. Notice, he did not 
have to make a great speech to 
bring Peter to Jesus. Listen, it is 
simple. I know I am not a deep 
preacher. I just give you the sim- 
ple story. Our main objective ought 
to be to bring men to Jesus, not 
to join a class, not to join a social 
group, not to join a citirch, not to 
be baptized, but first of all, to in- 
troduce men and women to Jesus, 
not to tell men to change their 
manner of living and not to tell 
drunkards to go out and quit drink- 
ing, and not to tell those who curse 
to cut it out. No, never, a thousand 
times, no. First of all, your busi- 
ness and my business is to bring 
men and women to Jesus. 


“Well,”- you say, “How can I 
bring them to Jesus? Jesus is in 
Heaven.” My friends, bring them 
the written word, for Christ is not 
only the living word, but the writ- 
ten word, You can point men and 


women to Jesus Christ with such, 
“But as 


scriptures as John 1:12, 
many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become-the sons 
of God, even to them that believe 
on his name.’ Memorize John 5: 
24, John 3:16, Romans 3:23, Ro- 
mans 6:23, Romans 8:1. Read some 
of these verses and use the sword 
of the Spirit which is the Word of 
God. Don’t argue. For the word 
of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart.” Bring men to 
Christ by your example, by your 
mode of living, by your daily life, 
using a cup of cold water, being 
tactful. Let the fragrance of the 
indwelling Christ spread abroad 
until men will hunger and thirst 
after righteousness. 


Well, this leads me to the third 
point. Andrew’s method was a wise 
method. Listen, he was zealous but 
wise. He used what ability he had 
to bring him to Jesus. And I want 
to tell you, I had rather have that 
said of me after I go off from this 
earthly sphere than anything else. 
You know when you read about! 
men who have died, somehow peo-. 
ple try to ee: ina few ee a 
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| started to talk to him, but did not, 


sheep. The shepherd went until he |. 
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God’s All Things 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 


to understand it, but to believe it, 
to act upon it, and to make it a 
working principle in your life. This 
is the promise of God, and the 
child of God can through faith 
turn God’s promise into a prophecy. 
“I do not know what tomorrow 


it will all ‘work for good.’ ” 

I would point out to you that 
this is a narrow promise. It does 
not say, “all things work together 
for good”, for all. people, but “to 
them that love God, to them who 
are the called.” So it is clear that 
this is a promise only to the child 
of God, one who has through faith 
in Christ been born again. But to 
the child of God it is certainly true. 
“God who cannot lie -promised’’ 
(Tit. 1:2). Praise God IT’S TRUE! 
CIRCUMSTANCES IN Y’OUR 


cross-section of a man’s life. We 
don’t hear much about Andrew 
after this, but one outstanding 
thing we will remember of him, 
and that is, he brought his brother 
Peter to Christ. 


Go with me — it was the night 
before the crucifixion and Peter 
had been told by the Lord he would 
deny the Lord three times. You 
know the story. Peter said, “I will 
not do such a thing. No, never!” 
The time went on and he denied 
the Lord three times. It was night 
when he went out and wept. Of 
course it was night and any time 
any man departs from Christ it 
will be night. Then we come to the 
resurrection morning and we find 
Christ speaking to the women. He 
said, “Go tell my disciples and 
Peter,”’ as much as to say, “Peter 
might think he was left out of the 
scene of salvation. No, no. Go tell 
my disciples and Peter.” And then 
after that, on Pentecost, what hap- 
pens? When the Holy Spirit de- 
scended to empower the early dis- 
ciples in an upper room, Peter was 
standing up before a great multi- 
tude, preaching under the unction 
and enduement of the Holy Spirif, 
and three thousand souls come into 
the body of Christ. Don’t tell me 
for a moment that Andrew won’t 
have a share in that reward. Don’t 
tell me that Andrew won’t share 
with Peter in the five thousand 
souls saved a little later. 


Perhaps in your Sunday school 
class in your church is a Martin 
Luther, a Charles Edwards, a Spur- 
geon or a Moody, a Torrey or a 
Billy Sunday. See how Andrew’s 
work was multiplied three thou- 
sahd times in one instance and five 
thousand times at another time. 
And as I said a moment ago, 
Andrew will share in the reward. 

And you remember Paul, speak- 
ing of the Thessalonian believers, 
said this: “For what is our hope 
or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are 
not even ye in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? 
For ye are our glory and joy” (I 
Thess. 2:19, 20). And when we 
stand before the judgment seat of 
Christ and see souls brought in 
that we have never been able to 
meet face to face, you who have 
prayed, you who have made this 
Old Fashioned Revival Hour pos- 
sible, you are the ones that will 
share in the rewards, and we will 
rejoice together. 

How did Andrew bring Peter to 
Christ or persuade him to come to 

hrist? By his own experience, for 
he~said, ‘I have found the Mes- 
siah.”’ That is recorded in the 41st 
verse. In other words, Andrew had 
a know-so salvation. He found the 
Rose of Sharon, the Lily of the 
Valley, the Bright and Morning 
Star and immediately, impelled by 
the Spirit, went out and brought 
Peter to Jesus. Brother, that is the 
goal. All other things are sec- 
ondary. That is the summary of 
Andrew’s life, I believe, the one 
outstanding thing put down in the 
eternal word, “And he brought him 
to Jesus.” You know I have been 
praying for you friends out in ra- 
dioland to get under the burden, 
with your pastors and Sunday 
school teachers for personal work- 
ers to be raised up and for your- 
selves, to go out and bring men 
and women to Jesus, And that will 
bring a revival before Jesus comes. 

Oh, listen, Andrew said, ‘We 
have found the Messiah.” He was 
enthusiastic. He had found the 
pearl of great price. He went out 
and shared his joy with others. 

Have you found the Messiah? 
Are you saved? Will that soul 
next to you go to an eternal de- 
struction because you did not carry 


good news to him? God forbid. 
Let’s bow our heads in prayer. 


holds for me, but I do know that 
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LIFE CANNOT ALTER THE 
SURE PROMISE OF GOD. You 
can stand by the casket contain- 
ing the remains of the dearest one 
on earth to you, and these words 
are as true as the Heavenly Fa- 
ther who spoke them. In the hour 
of your deepest sorrow, hardest 
trial and greatest disappointment, 
in the moment of, testing, sifting 
and temptation, as well as in your 
greatest joys and victories, it’s true, 
“all things work together for 
good.” Remember, friend, THAT 
WHAT YOU FACE TODAY DOES 
NOT CHANGE THE ETERNAL 
WORD OF GOD. Let us notice 
cakefully exactly what God has 
promised here, and I believe that 
through His Spirit we can come 
to understand it as well as believe 
it. 

“ALL THINGS,” not some things, 
most things, the pleasant things, 
or the easy things, but “all things.”’ 
We usually have no difficulty in 
seeing this truth when all is go- 
ing well for us, but it includes the 
hard, bitter, testing things of life 
as well—“all things.” “All things” 
'from the most minute to the most 
momentous, from the humblest 
event in daily providence to the 
crisis hours in grace — “all things 
work together for good.” 

“ALL THINGS WORK.” Notice 
it is in the present tense. They 
ARE WORKING, not have worked, 
shall work, should work, or might 
, work, but “all things WORK.” We 
complain so often, “I can’t see the 
results,” but that is no sign that 
God is not working. I fear that 
we are too much inclined to meas- 
ure things according to what we 
SEE. Where is the Christian who 
has not had some dark experience 
in his life that he could not for the 
moment understand? The black 
clouds of mystery engulf him, a 
thousand demons seem to surround 
him, the face of God seems to be 
hidden — there seems to be no way 
out. Then in the darkness of the 
hour he cries, ‘It can’t be true — 
I am at a standstill in life; I’m not 
getting anywhere. No good could 
come from this.” Then the sun 
rises on the other side of that black 
night and he looks back on that 
experience and sees the loving hand 
of God through it all. “All things 
work.” In fact, the hardest things 
are often the best things for us. 
The morning just reveals what God 
has been doing in the night. Are 
you today in a place in life where 
it all seems dark? Take hold of 
this blessed promise. Can’t you 
trust Him in the dark? You do not 
have to SEE it to know that God 
is working in your behalf. The sun 
will rise in the morning; the black 
clouds will roll away. Then you 
will see that God is working in 
your behalf today. 

“ALL THINGS WORK TOGETH- 
ER,’ not separately or independ- 
ently, not each thing in itself, but 


.| “together.” This is the key to the 


text. God doesn’t promise all things 
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work for good, or each thing is 


good in itself, but “all things work © 
TOGETHER for good.” Many peo- | 


ple pick out one experience in life 


and wave it in the face of God and — 


challenge: “I don’t see any. good 
in that.” No, and God doesn’t say 
there is, but it’s a part of the “all 
things,” a part of the Divine pat- 
tern. The separate events of life 


may seem to be disastrous, but = 


“TOGETHER” they “work for 
good.” It takes a blending of the 
experiences in life to make ‘the 
“TOGETHER.” When we are liv- 
ing in submission and obedience 
to His will, every event has a defi- 
nite place in the plan and pattern 
of God. Each thing is a part of 
the “all things” and ‘“‘all things TO- 
GETHER work for good.” 


“ALL THINGS WORK TO- 


GETHER FOR GOOD” — not for . 


pleasure, comfort, prosperity, 
health, or joy, but for GOOD. What 


ood ? 

“ACCORDING TO HIS PUR- 
POSE” — not according to our 
will, enjoyment, methods, or plans, 
but “His purpose.” Then it is plain 
that the good toward which all 
things work is the fulfilling of His 
purpose. What is His purpose? 
The 29th verse answers that: 

“TO BE CONFORMED TO 

THE IMAGE OF HIS SON.” 


What a blessed promise — “all 
things work together’’ for the one 
great purpose that we might daily 
become more like our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.” It takes a 
variety of experiences to bring that 
to pass, but when we know His 
great and eternal purpose, shall 
we not be submissive clay in the 
Divine Potter’s hand? ‘Whether 
it be by pleasure or pain, sickness 
or health, joy or sorrow, life or 
death, O Lord, that I may only be 
like the Master—Thy will be done, 
and Thy- purpose accomplished.” 

The diamond must be cut to 
bring out its beauty, the gold must 
be refined to bring out its purity, 
the vine must be pruned that it 
may bear more fruit, the clay must 
be molded that it might become a 
vessel fit for use; and the Child of 
God must be cut and refined and 
pruned and molded that he might 
become fit for the Master’s use. 
It seems sometimes that the clay 
will be ruined in the molding but 
the purpose of the potter is the 
object of the molding; don’t flinch, 
don’t resist, but.pray: 


“Have thine own way, Lord, 
Have thine own way, 

Thou art the potter, 
I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me 
After THY will, 

While I am waiting, 
Yielded and still.” 


Then we can through faith look 
forward to the time when the work 
shall be completed and we “‘shall 
be like Him for we shall see Him 
as He is.’’ 


“SALVATION,” “HOLINESS,” — 
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Romans 3:19 that the law was giv- 
en to stop.every mouth and make 
every person in the world conscious 
of his guilt before God. 

“Now we know that what 
things soever the law saith, it saith 
to them who are under the law: 
that every mouth may be stopped, 
and all the world may become 
guilty before God.” 

One who knows the law of God 


admit that he is a sinner. 

So every Christian who looks up 
and prays to his heavenly Father, 
must say, as Jesus taught us, “And 
forgive us our sins” (Luke 11:4). 

We must pray as did Daniel the 
beloved, “We have. sinned, and 
have committed iniquity, and have 
done wickedly, and have rebelled, 
even by departing from thy pre- 
cepts and from«thy judgments” 
(Dan. 9:5). 

We need to pray’ as did David 
who said, “For I acknowledge my 
transgressions: and my sin is ever 
before me” (Psa. 51:3). We’ need 
to pray as did Isaiah: “Woe is me! 
for I am undone; because I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips: for mine eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts” (Isa. 6: 
5). If we ever truly saw the Lord 
in His holiness, we would never 
— to be holy and perfect like 

e is. 

Many a self-righteous person, 
like Job, argues how good he is. 
But if he ever really saw God, and 
got acquainted with the holiness of 
God’s law, we would never claim 


and believes what God says, must- 


say, “I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear: but now mine 
eye seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor 
myself and repent in dust and 
ashes.” 

If we should ever see the beauty 
and power of Jesus Christ in His 
fullness, we, like Peter, would fall 
down on our faces and say, ‘‘De- 
part from me; for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord” (Luke 5:8). Peter 
meant that he was not fit to be 
in the presence of Christ, not 
worthy to associate with Him. 

If we could lean our heads on 
the bosom of the Saviour, as did 
the beloved John, and be filled with 
the Holy Ghost as he was at Pen- 
tecost and again in Acts 4:31; if 
we could be inspired as he was to 


write five marvelous books of«the. 


New Testament, if we should be 


cast on a desert*island as a martyr — 


for our faith, as was John, and 
see Heaven opened and see the glo- 


rified Jesus, and receive a personal. 


message from Him, then we, like 
the beloved John would say, “If 
we say that we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us” (I- John. 1:8). 


Next week, ait willing: we will ° 


explain clearly the teaching on sin 
in the Christian from Romahs, 
chapters six, seven, and eight, and 
from First John 3: 6-10, and First 
John 5:18, scriptures often quoted 


as if they taught that Christians 


do not sin. We know that honest, 
prayerful hearts who want to know 


the truth will be bléssed and helped 


by the Word of God. 
ARTICLE! 


to have kept it, Like Job he would 
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